BIXBY RETAINS MIDWINTER TITLE - Allen Chauvenet

Ethan Bixby has been teaching the rest of us how to sail and as a result actually did not lead at quite a few of the marks in the 13-boat Windmill Midwinters at the Davis Island YC March 13-15.  Windmills were the largest class in this multi-class event and recruited a new member, Antolin Rivera, from the DIYC.

The first (and only) race on Friday was sailed in light airs and found Bixby among a group of boats that became relatively becalmed on the R side of the first beat. Lon Ethington & Jeremy Hopkins held a slight lead at the first mark with Allen & Christina Chauvenet close behind along with Larry Christian, former Windmill National Champion John Jennings (welcome back), and former National Champion Ken Dyett.  By the leeward mark of the W-L course, Ethington and Jennings led Chauvenet and Dyett but some private wind allowed Chauvenet to work out above and beyond the two leaders after which Dyett did the same to Chauvenet. Half way up the beat, Chauvenet sailing on starboard met Dyett sailing on port. Dyett tacked and they both held starboard until Chauvenet tacked for some wind, which allowed him to round with a nice lead. As the wind died on the legs to the finish, Dyett gained but once Chauvenet rounded the leeward mark, there was only a short reach to the finish – beating Dyett by a 3-boatlength win. The Bixbys recovered wonderfully to take 5th ahead of Ethington, while Christian and Jennings were 3 and 4. The wind died completely and racing was abandoned for the day.

The second day saw winds in the 15-20 mph range, gradually building with a 1-2 foot chop. In these conditions the Bixbys dominated, leading all races at all marks although Dave Neilsen & Sarah Strohl-Roy challenged in the 3rd and final race of the day. There were breakdowns;  Bill Blanton cracked his thwart on the way out and Lisa Fath cracked her DB well, and both had to withdraw. Ken Dyett capsized going to windward in the second race and did it again on the way in after the third race. However, Ken finished the second race of the day, did well in the final race, and righted to sail in after his second capsize!  John Jennings had a spreader bracket failure in the final race which forced him to withdraw. By the end of the last race with the wind building, the Chauvenets quit racing and just sailed to keep the boat up and intact. Antolin Rivera had a mast step failure on the beautifully reconditioned #5000. This sort of problem was not limited to the Windmills as one Fireball hull developed major cracks after driving the mast into the mud and some Interlakes capsized and suffered as well.

Much repair work was done and 11 boats were ready to race Sunday. There was still a good breeze, though not overpowering it gradually dropped during the day. After Ethan won the first race, Bill Blanton (who had been wrong to go right in the first race of the day) went far to the right on the first beat of the second race, found a shift and led around the first lap, forcing some very hard work by Ethan to take the race. Dan Fontaine had a bad start in this race but showed his best speed of the regatta and Lon somehow managed to capsize, proving that there was still a reasonable breeze.  In the final race of the day and the regatta, John Jennings was inspired by Blanton and jumped into the early lead, rounding the weather mark first in a tight fleet. As the wind died, the race committee shortened to one lap and Jennings took the gun ahead of Bixby. Dan Fontaine sailed fabulously well, coming on rapidly to take his best finish of the regatta in spite of being fouled (port/starboard) by Roy Sherman at the start. This led to a sort of comic situation in which Roy was doing turns and Christina Chauvenet (skippering this race) was being advised to avoid Roy (then on starboard) while Roy was trying to wave Christina across (the crew of Beauty and The Beast did not understand what was going on because he did not realize Roy was doing penalty turns and did not have the right of way). By the finish the fleet was actually quite close together and the second lap (had it been sailed) held the promise of some exciting and close competition.

Overall this event had the most Windmill entries in several years and certainly holds promise to draw even more boats next year. Antolin is a great addition to the class and Dan Fontaine is doing a wonderful job in promotion while Dave Ellis has voluntarily provided a great service to the class by reconditioning boats- so we look for growing action in Florida over the next couple of years. If you even thought about coming to the 2008 Midwinters, you should promise yourself RIGHT NOW that you WILL plan on the 2009 event (stay tuned for details!).

The President’s point-of-view:  Sadly, I don't remember anything about the racing other than:  Day one - light, cold, and canceled after one.  Day two - windy, breezy, fun, wild, and repeat, great fun!  Day three - moderate to dying, shifting winds, beautiful sun on shore.  I was so far behind most of the time that the details of who, what and when were lost on me.  John Jennings, Ethan, Allen and Larry seemed to be up there, with Lon & Jeremy always in the hunt.   During our "jib sheet wrapped around the mast chock" event, when we swamped, but decided for a fun race we didn't need to jump in to the Bay to right it without water, we sailed aimlessly around as the boat bailed, completed the race and met Mr. Dyett up at the windward mark. It was a fun regatta, and good fleet of sailors.   Bill Blanton, surviving pneumonia, break downs, and the accidental ingestion of a Boca Burger (paramedic's were not called however), leading at the mark in Sundays first or second race was a sweet moment.

Obviously you can get the race results off the Website. Sadly this does not include crews. Ethan might be able to get the crews for you.  Trudy for Ethan (their daughter crewed first race) and Christina for me; Sarah with Dave.  Erik Arnesen for Carroll Sparwasser. That's 4 off the top of my head (Jeremy for Lon because Meg had recent surgery on her foot).  Dave should be able to send you a story (how's that for a dump?) but it should certainly include the fact that Ken Dyett could not resist a quick swim in race #3 and repeated this while attempting to sail in after race #4. Lon tried a flip himself in race #6...ironically a race which ended in relatively light airs!  It should be pointed out that THIS YEAR, all those who capsize righted boats and completed races...we are learning how to ensure the integrity of the tanks and actually make the boats self-rescuing like they are supposed to be!  
